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For many, fossiliferous tree resin, primarily amber, gained 
wide visibility to the public in 1993 where it was prominently 
featured in the movie, Jurassic Park. This was certainly where 
the author’s awareness of such fossil bearing material was 
born. Amber provides a fossil record for a continuous 135 
million years over 160 deposits (Penny, 2010). The most 
prominent localities for the amber examined by the author 
are the Dominican Republic, Burma and the Baltic region. 
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Many of the fossils examined for this study showcase a 
wide range of biodiversity including insect, arachnid, cen-
tipede and some plant and fungus examples. While these 
specimens may be scienti)cally relevant as a well-preserved 
record of the biodiversity that existed millions of years ago, 
it is the hope of the author that documenting the contents 
of fossil resins will continue to inspire the exploration of 
these materials in search of new secrets of the ancient world. 
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